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Seven 


on 


Cyprus 
' secrets * 
charges 

Stsven young British tjefyltfe-P* 
men were yesterday femahdea’* 
in' *' custody' "'at 1 Bow- Street 1 7 
magistrates ‘courTon charge^ 
under, the Official, Secrets 
They 1 bad 1 , been flown* lb from 

Cyprn^ where' they Were biased. * ' 
, Six of the men were accused !, 
of communicating: information , , 
useful ; to, ,an,tt*nemy. /.The , 
seventh faced a lesser chargo ( uf.) 
failing to take reasonable, care 
of classified Information. <w , ,r 
Thevseren, tillin' their ; early 
or mid-twenties,- are members, >; 
of 9 Signal Regiment, a joint 
service' organization, based atn; 
the Akrotiri-Episkopi rtiritish n 
military- complex' in south-west, 1 ; 
Cyprus. > ^ 


Yesterday's two minute cou>t 
hearing /followed n, Iwu-inontli 
investigation by^Brttlsh intelli- 
gence officers* into possible 
security, Jepks 'amontt/scryicc- 
mcn on 5 the * Metmerraijvan 


Island. . , 1 

, ,W(lilp: reftisifig tq. tornnient j 
on the allegations yesterday, on 
the ground that' they’ were a 
matter for the '' courts,' • a 1 ‘ 
Minist ry of Defence ' spokes- 
man said 1 that a - thorough' 
investigation into the alleged'" 
breaches 6f security was con- 
tinuing. It was too curly to say' ' 
what action, if any. would be 
recommended. 

. The British biases in Cyprus, 
which are . manned ^by' more, 
(hao 4,000 servicemen, mainly' 
Army, personnel, ,ar<f of.' con- 
siderable strategic significance. 
The communications centre at 
Akrotiri and, EpisWopI is' 
responsible for gathering much 
of; the diplomatic and . military , 
intelligence available in Turkey ' 
and the Middle East. ' 

1 The seven servicemen ' who ' ' 


wer® remanded in the custody 
of (he, police until next Thurs- 
day were: Settlor Aircraftsman ' 


- - site;, 

Cwynfer Owen, 21; Signalman 1 
jvUr'ttn7TufTy>‘T2 mid Signali 
mpn'Da,yld Hardman, 2e>. 4 Only ' ’ 

PjVne^rmarried-.; ‘’.'"V' 1 . ' ‘ ' 

^aiWjNna^Sectidn'* i(l )%)' 1 ’ 
of 44 the” Official ' Sccrets-, ,1 .'Acr l ' 
1911 that between November H**' 
198T, and February-7,1984;for- 
a, purnose . prejudicial to-Jlu; 
safeteiw .Interest s_ of tha;»tjff$jj'ii 
they '‘communicated to another t 
perpon Infonnation/vyhlchfwds J 
calculated to be, ormitht ,hav*y 
beep&or wa$ , Intended 


under] he samjesectlpa of, the.; 
Ac{ ' but referring S^d^n^'daW 
between January' 9,-j9845'and; 
Kebrpary 7, 1984. 
v Hardman - Uncharged under 
Section 2(1) (c) of the Official 
Secretsct that between July 1, 
1982, and August 24, 1982, jn 
"failed to take reasonable cartf^ 
of, or so conducted himselff as 
to endanger the safety'-’ of- j 
classified information under his J 
charge. . -7. ; * . 3£f 
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